
AP World History: Modern 

Summer Assignment 

1. Read A People’s History of the World up to p. 139 and take notes in any format with which you 
are comfortable.  (I like Cornell notes myself, but I won’t say you have to use them.)  There will 
be an assessment over this material in August.  As you are taking notes, apply the following 
Historical Thinking Skills and underlying questions: 

• Comparison 
o How is one development like/unlike another development from the same time 

period or a different time period? 
o Why did an event or development affect different groups in different ways? 

• Contextualization 
o What was happening before or during or continued after an event happened 

that might have had an influence? 
o What was happening at the specific place where an event occurred?  In the 

country as a whole?  In the larger region?  In the world? 
o How does a specific event relate to larger processes?  How do larger processes 

shape a specific event? 
• Causation 

o What were the reasons an event happened?  What factors contributed to a 
specific pattern or trend?  What prompted a certain person or group to act or 
react in a certain way? 

o What resulted from a particular event, pattern, or action?  What were the short-
term effects?  What were the long-term effects? 

o Which cause seemed to be the most significant?  Why?  Which effect seemed to 
be the most significant?  Why? 

o How might the chain of cause and effect have changed and at what point?  
What causes were contingent on previous effects?  What individual choices 
made a significant difference in the lead-up to a particular event or trend?  Was 
there a moment of chance that influenced the chain of events? 

• Continuity and Change over Time 
o What changed within a specific time period?  What remained the same? 
o What can explain why some things changed while others did not? 
o Which continuity or change seemed to be the most significant?  Why? 

• Periodization 
o When discussing a period of history, what are the specific dates chosen to begin 

and end the period?  Why were these dates chosen? 
o What are the common characteristics of a time period identified by historians? 

These are the skills on which you will be assessed in August.   

Please let me know if you have any questions.  You can reach me at shawn.voshell@dmschools.org.   I 
look forward to seeing you in August!  Have a great summer! 
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