
AP Comparative Government and Politics Summer Assignment 

1. Get a 3-ring binder (1 ½ inch minimum), six divider pages, blue/black ink pens, pencils, and
paper.  All notes and handouts will stay in this binder for the entire year to create a review book
for the AP Exam.

2. Check your access to Canvas.  We will use it frequently.
3. Read Chapter 1 in the textbook and take Cornell notes.  We will have a reading quiz over this

information during the first week of school.  See the handout on taking Cornell notes (found
under the “About Us – Summer Assignments – AP Comparative Government and Politics” tab at
ca.dmschools.org if you are not familiar with or need a refresher on Cornell notes.  Your notes
should go in the first section of your binder.

4. Read the Democratization and Globalization briefing papers found under the “About Us –
Summer Assignments – AP Comparative Government and Politics” tab at ca.dmschools.org.
Begin a dialectical journal for the class by responding to these readings.  Your journal should
have five entries for each briefing paper.  Your entries must include at least three questions for
class discussion on the first day of class.

Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the texts we read during this course.  
The process is meant to help you develop a better understanding of these texts.  Use your journal to 
reflect on the readings, make personal connections with the text, make connections between the text 
and previous learning, share your thoughts on the themes we cover in class, develop questions for class 
discussions, and gather textual evidence for written assignments.  Your journal must be kept in a one-
subject spiral notebook.  If you need a refresher on how to create a dialectical journal, here are some 
instructions and a sample: 

1. Draw a line down the middle of the paper or fold the paper in half, making two columns.
2. The left column is used for notes - direct quotations or summaries from the reading, including the

page number.
3. The right column is used for commenting on notes in the left column. Personal reactions to the

notes on the left go here.

This example is from the Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: 
The slaves know little of their ages as horses 
know of theirs.   They seldom come nearer to it 
than planting time, harvest time, cherry time, 
spring time, or fall time.  Page 19 

It seemed to me that slaves were very unaware 
of their ages.  The best reference they could get 
was through the time of the year.  Records were 
not kept and it reinforces how slaves did not have 
the same rights as the rest of the population.  
How unfair that was to them.  I couldn’t imagine 
not knowing my exact birth date. 

Killing a slave, in Talbot County, Maryland, is not 
treated as a crime, either by the courts or the 
community. Page 39 

This is another example of how slaves were 
mistreated and failed to have equal rights.  Why 
would plantation owners and local leaders not 
follow the law of the land? 

If you have any questions, e-mail me at shawn.voshell@dmschools.org.  Have fun! 

mailto:shawn.voshell@dmschools.org


The Cornell Note-taking System 

Notetaking Column 

1. Record: During the lecture, use the notetaking
column to record the lecture using telegraphic
sentences.

2. Questions:  As soon after class as possible, formulate
questions based on the notes in the right-hand
column.  Writing questions helps to clarify meanings,
reveal relationships, establish continuity, and
strengthen memory.  Also, the writing of questions
sets up a perfect stage for exam-studying later.

3. Recite:  Cover the notetaking column with a sheet of
paper.  Then, looking at the questions or cue-words in
the question and cue column only, say aloud, in your
own words, the answers to the questions, facts, or
ideas indicated by the cue-words.

4. Reflect:  Reflect on the material by asking yourself
questions, for example: “What’s the significance of
these facts?  What principle are they based on?  How
can I apply them?  How do they fit in with what I
already know?  What’s beyond them?

5. Review: Spend at least ten minutes every week
reviewing all your previous notes.  If you do, you’ll
retain a great deal for current use, as well as, for the
exam.

Cue Column 

6” 2 1/2” 

Summary 

After class, use this space at the bottom of each page 
to summarize the notes on that page. 

2” 

Adapted from How to Study in College 7/e by Walter Pauk, 2001 Houghton Mifflin 
Company 



© Jim Burke 2000. For more information on this and other such Tools for Thought visit www.englishcompanion.com

Name

Topic

Date

Class/
Suject

Here, in the Connections Column, you
might write one or more of the
following:
• Categories

• Causes of WW II
• Parts of a Cell

• Questions
• What caused WW II?
• What are the parts of a cell?

• Vocabulary words
• Holocaust
• synthesis

• Review/test alerts!
• WW II causes and names of allies

will definitely be on exam!
• Parts of a Cell

• Connections
• check the Owens poem for

his comments on war
• similar to process westudied in last

unit
• Reminders

• Be sure to check the meaning of
variant.

Sample Question and Notes
What should I write down when I take
notes?

Write down only important information. Look for:

• bold, underlined, or italicized words

• information in boxes or with an icon/symbol

• headers/subheaders on the page

• information the book or teacher repeats

• words, ideas, or events that might be on a test

• quotes, examples, or details you might be able to use later in a

paper or presentation

Down here write one of the following; summary of what you read/lecture; the five most important points of
the article/chapter/lecture; questions you still need to answer.

• abbreviate familiar words/use symbols (+, -->, #)

• take notes in bullets and indents; not formal outlines

• cut unnecessary words

• use telegraphic sentences: “America enters war 12/44”

How can I take notes faster?

Cornell Notes (Intro)

Note: Leave space in the
Connections Column so you
can add notes and test
review questions later on
when studying



Reagan 
1106-1118 

 

Canada Snyder 

8/27/13, Block 6 
  

-Election of Reagan
-Carter seen as failure
-Let’s make America great again
-New coaltion of conservatives: Sunbelters—people who moved
to south---urban working class, antigovernment crusaders,
aggressive foreign policy, libertarians, Christian Right, “traditional
values”
-conservatism=progress
-beacon of liberty and freedom
-good speaker
-pragmatist and new when to compromise

-cut power of unions
-dismantle regulations
-Reduce taxes
-Tax Reform Act-reduces taxes on richest
-cut back on environmental protections and safety rules
-supply side=word used by supporters and trickle down=word
used by critics
-high interest rates, low tax rates to stimulate private investment
-all Americans would work harder since they keep more money
they earned and then spend it!

-replaced workers on strike with others
-hard stance against strikes and unions
-recession hit, downsizing, jobs went overseas
-stock market rose with a dip in 1987
-inflation down

-inequality rose
-richest 1% owned 40% of nation’s wealth; didn’t spend it on
economy but buying luxury goods

     

In this column, write the focus 
questions from the text. They 
are listed at the top of the 
pages and on the 1st page of the 
chapter. Align the notes with 
the questions, add in key terms 
too. 

Focus Question: What were the 
roots of the rise of 
conservatism in the 1970s? 

See how many “answer” to the 
focus question aligns to the 
right?------------------------------ 

Focus Question: How did the 
Reagan presidency affect 
Americans at home and 
abroad? 

Reaganomics 

War on Unions 

Effects? 

Summary: Reaganomics was not economically successful unless you were rich. It increased economic 
problems for minorities, the middle and upper classes bought more consumer goods, and a recession 
set in after his presidency. High spending on military, low on social institutions. 
*You can write your summary over the entire chapter or just at the end of each note page.
 

EXAMPLE 
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