Incoming IB 11th Grade Summer Reading
To:  Students Entering the International Baccalaureate program
From: Central Academy English Department  
1.  
First (do these in order) you need to visit the following website:

http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/beowulf.html
Here you will read a summary of Beowulf. I ask that you read the prologue, and parts 1, 2, and 3.  It is a fun translation and it will give you an idea of where Gardner got his inspiration. 
2.
Next look up existentialism and nihilism as it relates to Gardner and Grendel.  There is a lot of information out there from Camus, and Nietzsche. Keep this all in mind when reading Grendel. Take notes on these ideas so you can refer back to them while reading Grendel.
3. 
Next, only after reading Beowulf, get a copy of Grendel by John Gardner (Vintage Publisher). Read it and journal on it (see back of this sheet). 


This book should be available at area libraries and bookstores. It is also available for purchase online. Finally, I do have copies that I could loan out over the summer, but you would have to ask me for it BEFORE you leave this year. It is your responsibility to get the book and have it read by August. You will be asked to journal over your summer readings, have an in depth class discussion on it when you return to school in August, and possibly to write on it so be prepared. (Read them about 3 weeks before school starts so they are fresh in your mind). 
Have a great summer. I look forward to our continuing adventure together in IB. 

Mrs. Brooks
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Journaling
The idea behind journaling is threefold: to better understand and recall the plot, to keep track of important ideas or occurrences, and to analyze specific elements.  

While you read you need to have your journal, a spiral notebook is fine, with you.  As you make your way through the book you will mark down any information that you find important or necessary to recall for discussion. In addition, you will write down the page number where it occurred. 

Some ideas for how to journal are as follows:

1. Take notes on plot so you can easily find the place in the book during discussion.

2. Write down questions on any part of the text.  

3. Write down quotes that help you see a theme or support a literary element.

4. Write down places where you simply want to comment on something that happened.

5. Write down specific ideas that weave through the text (heroism, existentialism, nihilism, sanity…)

6. Keep track of any other information you think is relevant to the text.

What follows is a sample journal entry from the beginning of John Gardner's Grendel.

· Importance of ram?  Maybe Aries?  (5)

· Why is he so angry at the ram?(5)

· He scares himself with the howl (5)

· "the season is upon us"  mating season (5)

· "twelfth year of my idiotic war"  from Beowulf we know he is feuding with Hrothgar…he thinks it's idiotic and stupid  (5)

· He sees a difference between the ram and who he is (6)

· The ram is only concerned with mating season and can see no more than the moment he is in…Grendel despises him for it.  Why?  Because he has no one?  (6)

· Importance of mating season…spring…when everything is new…Grendel hates that. (6)

· Human characteristics…"make a face"…"defiant middle finger"…"obscene little kick" (6)

· Describes himself on page 6 as a "pointless, ridiculous monster" (6)

· Importance of the text in parenthesis.  What is "mostly fake?" his outburst? (6)

· Again about spring. (7)

· In parenthesis about killing a woman and Athelgard (7)

· "Disfigured son of lunatics" shows how he feels about himself. (7)

· Sycophantish (7)- means base flatterer or self-seeker

I would guess your journal would be 10-15 pages handwritten (single spaced) on college-ruled notebook paper (each side is one page but you can write on both the front and the back). This should not detract from your reading or make it take considerably longer, but it should enhance it and force you to analyze the issues and be an active reader. Make sure you give yourself two to three weeks to complete this so you are not racing through. 

